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Thank you, Governor Beshear, for inviting me to make brief remarks today. | appreciate the
significant efforts that have gone into this legislation over the past several years.

I especially want to acknowledge the work of Representative John Tilley and Senator
Whitney Westerfield, two Kentucky lawyer-legislators, whose tenacity ensured the bill’s
success this session. | am grateful to both Judiciary chairs for their willingness to work with
our judges and clerks to address concerns regarding the practical implementation of HB 8.

The Judicial Branch is, and always has been, committed to providing protections for victims
of interpersonal violence. We have learned from our experience with past initiatives that the
Judicial Branch plays a critical role in the application of legislative policy in the daily lives of
Kentuckians.

The Judicial Branch has been instrumental in the implementation of several pieces of
important legislation that have resulted in significant, statewide changes to our court rules and
procedures, including the pretrial and sentencing reforms in HB 463 and the sweeping
changes to the juvenile justice system under SB 200. We are committed to ensuring the
success of those bills. And | assure you that we are similarly committed to ensuring the
success of HB 8.

Our judges, clerks and court staff are the front line in providing protection and assistance to
victims of interpersonal violence. It will be their responsibility to make this legislation
meaningful for victims.

I am proud to stand here today with leaders from our Executive and Legislative branches and
look forward to working together on this and other legislation to improve court services and
access to justice for all Kentuckians.
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