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COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY 
JUDICIAL CONDUCT COMMISSION 

IN RE THE MATTER OF: 

STEVEN D. COMBS, CIRCUIT COURT JUDGE 
35TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

SECOND AMENDED NOTICE OF FORMAL PROCEEDINGS AND CHARGES 

Notice is hereby given of the initiation of formal proceedings under Rule 4.180 of 

Rules of the Supreme Court. At the times set out in this Notice, you were Circuit Court Judge 

for Kentucky's 35th Judicial Circuit located in Pike County. The charges in the Notice of 

Formal Proceedings and Charges filed on April 27, 2015 (hereinafter referred to as the 

“Original Notice”) and the Amended Notice of Formal Proceedings and Charges (hereinafter 

referred to as the “First Amended Notice”) are adopted by reference in this Second 

Amended Notice. The Charges are as follows: 

COUNTS I - XI 

The charges in Counts I – X in the Original Notice and Count XI in the First Amended 

Notice is adopted by reference as Counts I – XI of this notice.  

COUNT XII 

During your tenure as Circuit Judge, you presided over the following cases in which 

EQT Production Company, or one of its subsidiaries, was a party to the action despite the 

fact that you had a financial relationship with EQT Production Company and without 

disclosing such relationship on the record: 

 09-CI-431, Fleming, et al. v. Equitable Production Co.; 
 09-CI-660, Justice, et al. v. EQT Production Co.; 
 09-CI-1179, Johnson, et al. v. EQT Production Co.; 
 10-CI-116, Edmiston et al. v. EQT Production Company; 
 10-CI-722, May, et al. v. EQT Production Co.; 
 10-CI-926, Pilgrim Energy, Inc. v. EQT Production Co.; 
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 10-CI-1840, Roberts, et al. v. EQT Production Co.; 
 11-CI-352, Hopkins, et al. v. Childers, et al.  
 11-CI-546, Potter, et al. v. EQT Production Co.; 
 11-CI-567, Potter v. Blue Flame Energy; 
 11-CI-615, Johnson v. EQT Production Co.; 
 11-CI-899, Coleman v. EQT Production Co.; 
 11-CI-939, EQT Production Co. v. Johnson; 
 11-CI-1161, Wright v. EQT Production Co.; 
 11-CI-624, Stalnaker v. EQT Production Co.; 
 13-CI-680, Williamson, et al v. EQT Gathering, LLC; 
 13-CI-1258, EQT Gathering, LLC v. Robinson 

 
Your actions violate SCR 4.020(1)(b)(i) and constitute misconduct in office. Your 

actions furthermore violate SCR 4.300 and the relevant portions of the following Canons of 

the Code of Judicial Conduct: 

 Canon 1 which requires judges to maintain high standards of conduct and 
uphold the integrity and independence of the judiciary. 

 Canon 2A which requires judges to respect and comply with the law and act 
at all times in a manner that promotes public confidence in the integrity and 
impartiality of the judiciary. 

 Canon 2D which prohibits judges from lending the prestige of judicial office 
to advance private interests of the judge or others. 

 Canon 3B(8) which requires a judge to dispose of a matter promptly, 
efficiently, and fairly. 

 Canon 3E(1) which requires a judge to disqualify himself or herself in a 
proceeding in which the judge’s impartiality might reasonably be questioned. 

COUNT XIII 

During a temporary suspension hearing held before the Commission on June 16, 

2015, you testified under oath that you had disclosed, on the record, your financial 

relationship with EQT Production Company in all cases which you presided as judge. A 

review of all pleadings and recorded hearings in the cases identified in Count XII failed to 

identify any disclosures of your relationship with EQT Production Company on the record.  
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Your actions violate SCR 4.020(1)(b)(i) and constitute misconduct in office. Your 

actions furthermore violate SCR 4.300 and the relevant portions of the following Canons of 

the Code of Judicial Conduct: 

 Canon 1 which requires judges to maintain high standards of conduct and 
uphold the integrity and independence of the judiciary. 

 Canon 2A which requires judges to respect and comply with the law and act 
at all times in a manner that promotes public confidence in the integrity and 
impartiality of the judiciary. 

JURISDICTION 

The jurisdiction of the Judicial Conduct Commission in this matter is under SCR 

4.020(1)(b)(i) and (v), and (1)(c) which read, in pertinent part, as follows: 

(1) Commission shall have authority: 

(b) To impose the sanctions separately or collectively of (1) 
admonition, private reprimand, public reprimand or 
censure; (2) suspension without pay or removal or 
retirement from judicial office, upon any judge of the 
Court of Justice or lawyer while a candidate for judicial 
office, who after notice and hearing the Commission 
finds guilty of any one or more of the following: 

(i) Misconduct in office. 

(v) Violation of the code of Judicial Conduct, 
Rule 4.300. 

(c) After notice and hearing to remove a judge whom it finds to 
lack the constitutional statutory qualifications for the 
judgeship in question. 

For your information, the Commission calls your attention to the following Supreme 

Court Rule: 

RULE 4.180 FORMAL PROCEEDINGS 

If the Commission concludes that formal proceedings should be initiated, it 
shall notify the judge.  He may file an answer within 15 days after service of 
the notice.  Upon the filing of his answer, or the expiration of time for so 
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filing, the Commission shall set a time and place for the hearing and shall give 
reasonable notice thereof to the judge. 

Please mail your Answer to:  Ms. Jimmy Shaffer, Executive Secretary, Kentucky 

Judicial Conduct Commission, P.O. Box 4266, Frankfort, KY  40604-4266. 

 

August _______, 2015 
 
 

  
STEPHEN D. WOLNITZEK, CHAIRMAN 
KENTUCKY JUDICIAL CONDUCT COMMISSION 
 

Judge Janet Stumbo and Judge Eddy Coleman recused themselves from any consideration of 

this matter. 

 

I hereby certify that copy hereof was served on Steven D. Combs, Pike Circuit Court 

Judge, by mailing same to his attorneys, Richard A. Getty and Danielle H. Brown, 1900 

Lexington Financial Center, 250 West Main Street, Lexington, KY 40507; and Stephen P. 

Ryan, 7104 Hillcircle Court, Louisville, KY 40214 this ______ day of August, 2015. 

 
  
JIMMY SHAFFER,  
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
 
 

Jimmy Shaffer

Jimmy Shaffer

Jimmy Shaffer

Jimmy Shaffer


