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COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY 
JUDICIAL CONDUCT COMMISSION 

 
IN RE THE MATTER OF: 
 
SHEILA A. COLLINS, DISTRICT COURT JUDGE 
30TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 

 
FORMAL PROCEEDINGS DOCKET ENTRIES 

 
Date of Document 
 
1.  January 11, 2016  - Notice of Formal Proceedings and Charges 
 
2.  January 29, 2016  -   Answer to Notice of Formal Proceedings 
 
3.  February 1, 2016  - Entry of Appearance 
 
4.  February 17, 2016  - Notice of Time and Place for Hearing 
 
5.  March 16, 2016  - Amended Notice of Formal Proceedings and Charges 
 
6.  March 29, 2016   - Amended Answer to Amended Notice of Formal Proceedings 
     and Charges 
 
7.  March 29, 2016  - Motion to Dismiss 
 
8.  March 29, 2016   -   Motion to Produce 
 
9.  March 29, 2016  -  Interrogatories 
 
10.  March 29, 2016  - Request for Admissions 
 
11.  April 6, 2016  - Response in Opposition to Motion to Dismiss 
 
12.  April 6, 2016  - Response to Judge Collins’ Discovery Motions 
 
13.  April 11, 2016  - Order on Motion to Dismiss and Discovery Motions 
 
14.  April 13, 2016  -  Motion to Reconsider 
 
15.  April 13, 2016  - Motion to Strike 
 
16.  April 13, 2016  - Motion to Compel 
 
17.  April 15, 2016  - Response in Opposition to Motion to Reconsider 
 
18.  April 15, 2016  - Response in Opposition to Motion to Strike 
 
19.  April 15, 2016  - Response in Opposition to Motion to Compel 
 
20.  April 15, 2016  - Respondent’s Witness List 
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21.  April 18, 2016  - Amended Witness List 
 
22.  April 18, 2016  - Exhibit List 
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COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY 
JUDICIAL CONDUCT COMMISSION 

 
IN RE THE MATTER OF: 
 
SHEILA A. COLLINS, DISTRICT COURT JUDGE 
30TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
 

NOTICE OF FORMAL PROCEEDINGS AND CHARGES 
 

Notice is hereby given of the initiation of formal proceedings under Rule 4.180 of 

Rules of the Supreme Court. At the times set out in this Notice, you were District Court 

Judge for Kentucky's 30th Judicial Circuit located in Jefferson County.  The charges are as 

follows: 

On June 11, 2015, you presided over a bond reduction hearing in Commonwealth v. 

Lomac Jeter, Case No. 15-M-9629. In that case, Mr. Jeter was charged with Assault in the 4th 

Degree (Domestic Violence) for allegedly assaulting Jasmine Stone. During the bond reduction 

hearing Ms. Stone recanted the allegations and claimed that Mr. Jeter did not assault her.  Upon 

hearing her recantation you became upset and ordered the sheriff to take Ms. Stone into custody, 

demanded he charge Ms. Stone with False Swearing and ordered that she be remanded to jail and 

set a $10,000.00 cash bond. This was done despite protests from both the public advocate and the 

prosecutor. Your actions violated Ms. Stone's due process rights inasmuch as you took her into 

custody without holding a hearing, without advising her of her rights prior to questioning, and 

without appointing an attorney to represent her.  You later refused to lower the bond even upon 

learning that Mr. Jeter had contacted Ms. Stone and pressured her to recant.   

Your actions violate SCR 4.020(1)(b)(i) and constitute misconduct in office. 

Furthermore, your actions violate SCR 4.300 and the relevant portions of the following 

Canons of the Code of Judicial Conduct: 
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Canon 1 which requires judges to maintain high standards of conduct and uphold the 
integrity and independence of the judiciary. 

Canon 2A which requires judges to respect and comply with the law and act at all times in 
a manner that promotes public confidence in the integrity and impartiality of the judiciary. 

Canon 3B(4) which requires judges to be dignified and courteous to litigants, jurors, 
witnesses, lawyers and others with whom the judge deals in an official capacity. 

Canon 3B(8) which requires a judge to dispose of a matter promptly, efficiently, and fairly. 

 The jurisdiction of the Judicial Conduct Commission in this matter is under SCR 

4.020(1)(b)(i) and (v), and (1)(c) which read in pertinent part as follows: 

 (1) Commission shall have authority: 

(b) To impose the sanctions separately or collectively of (1) admonition, private 
reprimand, public reprimand or censure; (2) suspension without pay or 
removal or retirement from judicial office, upon any judge of the Court of 
Justice or lawyer while a candidate for judicial office, who after notice and 
hearing the Commission finds guilty of any one or more of the following: 

  
 (i) Misconduct in office. 
 
 (v) Violation of the code of Judicial Conduct, Rule 4.300. 
 
(c) After notice and hearing to remove a judge whom it finds to lack the 

constitutional statutory qualifications for the judgeship in question. 
 

 For your information, the Commission wishes to call your attention to the following 

Supreme Court Rule: 

RULE 4.180 FORMAL PROCEEDINGS 

If the Commission concludes that formal proceedings should be initiated, it shall 
notify the judge.  He may file an answer within 15 days after service of the notice.  
Upon the filing of his answer, or the expiration of time for so filing, the Commission 
shall set a time and place for the hearing and shall give reasonable notice thereof to 
the judge. 

 Please mail your answer to:  Ms. Jimmy Shaffer, Executive Secretary, Kentucky Judicial 

Conduct Commission, P.O. Box 4266, Frankfort, Kentucky 40604-4266. 
 
 
January   , 2016          
      STEPHEN D. WOLNITZEK, CHAIR  
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 I hereby certify that copy hereof was served on Sheila A. Collins, Jefferson District Court 

Judge, by mailing same to her attorney, Hon. Stephen P. Ryan, 7104 Hillcircle Court, Louisville, KY 

40214 this 11th day of January, 2016. 
 
 
 
 
              
      JIMMY SHAFFER, EXECUTIVE SECRETARY  
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COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY 
JUDICIAL CONDUCT COMMISSION 

 
IN RE THE MATTER OF: 
 
SHEILA A. COLLINS, DISTRICT COURT JUDGE 
30TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
 

AMENDED NOTICE OF FORMAL PROCEEDINGS AND CHARGES 
 

Pursuant to SCR 4.190, notice is hereby given of the initiation of formal proceedings 

under Rule 4.180 of Rules of the Supreme Court. At the times set out in this Notice, you 

were District Court Judge for Kentucky's 30th Judicial Circuit located in Jefferson County.  

The charges are as follows: 

On June 11, 2015, at approximately 1:09pm you presided over a bond reduction 

hearing in Commonwealth v. Lomac Jeter, Case No. 15-M-9629. In that case, Mr. Jeter was 

charged with Assault in the 4th Degree (Domestic Violence) for allegedly assaulting Jasmine 

Stone. During the bond reduction hearing Ms. Stone recanted the allegations against Mr. 

Jeter. Upon hearing her recantation you became upset and immediately ordered the deputy 

sheriff to take Ms. Stone into custody. You further directed the prosecutor to charge Ms. 

Stone with making false statements and set a $10,000.00 cash bond. This action was made 

over objections from the prosecution.  

At approximately 2:01pm that same day the prosecutor formally asked you to 

release Ms. Stone from custody based upon information that Mr. Jeter had contacted Ms. 

Stone and pressured her to recant. The prosecutor further indicated that she did not intend 

to prosecute Ms. Stone for making false statements. Despite this information you refused to 

lower the bond or release Ms. Stone from custody. A video recording of the hearings in 

question are attached as Exhibit A. 
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Your actions violate SCR 4.020(1)(b)(i) and constitute misconduct in office. 

Furthermore, your actions violate SCR 4.300 and the relevant portions of the following 

Canons of the Code of Judicial Conduct: 

Canon 1 which requires judges to maintain high standards of conduct and uphold the 
integrity and independence of the judiciary. 

Canon 2A which requires judges to respect and comply with the law and act at all times in 
a manner that promotes public confidence in the integrity and impartiality of the judiciary. 

Canon 3B(4) which requires judges to be dignified and courteous to litigants, jurors, 
witnesses, lawyers and others with whom the judge deals in an official capacity. 

Canon 3B(8) which requires a judge to dispose of a matter promptly, efficiently, and fairly. 

 The jurisdiction of the Judicial Conduct Commission in this matter is under SCR 

4.020(1)(b)(i) and (v), and (1)(c) which read in pertinent part as follows: 

 (1) Commission shall have authority: 

(b) To impose the sanctions separately or collectively of (1) admonition, private 
reprimand, public reprimand or censure; (2) suspension without pay or 
removal or retirement from judicial office, upon any judge of the Court of 
Justice or lawyer while a candidate for judicial office, who after notice and 
hearing the Commission finds guilty of any one or more of the following: 

  
 (i) Misconduct in office. 
 
 (v) Violation of the code of Judicial Conduct, Rule 4.300. 
 
(c) After notice and hearing to remove a judge whom it finds to lack the 

constitutional statutory qualifications for the judgeship in question. 
 

 For your information, the Commission wishes to call your attention to the following 

Supreme Court Rule: 

RULE 4.180 FORMAL PROCEEDINGS 

If the Commission concludes that formal proceedings should be initiated, it shall 
notify the judge.  He may file an answer within 15 days after service of the notice.  
Upon the filing of his answer, or the expiration of time for so filing, the Commission 
shall set a time and place for the hearing and shall give reasonable notice thereof to 
the judge. 
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 Please mail your answer to:  Ms. Jimmy Shaffer, Executive Secretary, Kentucky Judicial 

Conduct Commission, P.O. Box 4266, Frankfort, Kentucky 40604-4266. 
 
 
March    , 2016           
     STEPHEN D. WOLNITZEK, CHAIR  
 

 I hereby certify that copy hereof was served on Sheila A. Collins, Jefferson District Court 

Judge, by mailing same to her attorneys, Hon. Stephen P. Ryan, 7104 Hillcircle Court, Louisville, KY 

40214, and Martin E. Johnstone, 6300 Hunting Harbor Road, Prospect, KY  40059,  this ______ day of 

March, 2016. 
 
 
 
 
              
      JIMMY SHAFFER, EXECUTIVE SECRETARY  

 



































COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY 

JUDICIAL CONDUCT COMMISSION 

 

 

 
 
IN RE THE MATTER OF: 
 
SHEILA A. COLLINS, DISTRICT COURT JUDGE 
30TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 

 

ORDER ON MOTION TO DISMISS AND DISCOVERY MOTIONS 

 

Upon consideration of motions by Judge Collins to dismiss the charges against 

her, to produce tangible property, to produce witness list, request for interrogatories and 

request for admissions, it is by the Commission  

ORDERED that the motions be and they are hereby DENIED. 

 

________________________ __________________________________  

  DATE   STEPHEN D. WOLNITZEK, CHAIR 

 

Judge David P. Bowles recused from any consideration of this matter. 

 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 

I hereby certify that a copy of the foregoing was served upon Judge Sheila A. Collins, 

Jefferson District Court Judge, by mailing and emailing same to her attorneys, Stephen P. 

Ryan, 7104 Hillcircle Court, Louisville, KY 40214, and Martin E. Johnstone, 6300 

Hunting Harbor Road, Prospect, KY  40059; and upon Jeffrey C. Mando and Louis D. 

Kelly, 40 West Pike Street, Covington, KY 41011, this ____ day of April, 2016. 

 

 

       ____________________________ 

         JIMMY A. SHAFFER 

         EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
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